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INTRODUCTION

The new 2009 season of field work proved to be very active one with the BHAS Field Unit
involved in excavations, field walking and geophysics. Once again Sussex University
student projects were supported by the team with digs at Falmer and Plumpton. The main
excavations were focused at Rocky Clump and Ovingdean with a small excavation on part
of Hove lawns being part of a heritage week-end.

Geophysics played a major part in the society activities this year with projects at Beacon
Hill, Rottingdean investigating mounds observed by the Brighton rangers, a new survey at
Ovingdean and an investigation in the medieval platform located at Piddingworth north of
Stanmer. Field walking took place at Ovingdean in the field north of Roedean school.

Once again the Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) joined the BHAS diggers at Ovingdean
and training for new members of the BHAS field unit continued throughout the year.

Finds processing and days schools have been a continuing part of the educational process
and post excavation. Good numbers of people turned up for the finds processing at the
Patcham Community Centre venue with finds from Peacehaven, Ovingdean and Rocky
Clump being marked and catalogued.

It has been an extremely eventful year for the BHAS Field Unit and 2010 promises to be
just as interesting and active.

Hard copies of this report are passed to Mr G.Bennett at Brighton and Hove Planning
Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton Museum, Barbican
House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National Monuments Records Office at
Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society’s web master Mr Martin Devereux
and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a copy.

John Funnell 18th December 2010
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EXCAVATIONS AT ROCKY CLUMP, STANMER - INTERIM REPORT 2009

Introduction

The excavations at Rocky Clump were quite limited this year due to other projects taking
precedence (Fig 1). The site was visited for a number of weeks in the spring (April 4th -
May 30th) and a return visit took place in the autumn (October 4th - December 8th). The
focus of the excavations this season was in two locations, the main thrust was northwards
from the Bones trench, and southwards and westwards in the east trench. A good number
of diggers turned out and several new features were uncovered producing some
interesting finds of metal work and glass.

The Bones Trench

In 2008 the excavations in the ‘bones‘ trench had developed an interesting deeper level as
it progressed northwards, the depth of top soil being much more than the normal 200mm.
At the end of that season a distinct number of stratigraphical layers could already be
observed. The layers varied in colour and texture with interlaced layers of dark soil and flint
lying over much lighter chalky deposits in the lower depths. The new area was divided out
into 2 metre square grid squares that ran from west to east and given context numbers
917, 918, 919 and 920 (the latter being on the east side of the excavation.). Context 917
was expected to reveal another 2 metre length of the north/south ditch. Metal detecting
immediately north of he new excavation section produced 2 Roman coins, both barbarous
radiates. Roman pottery in several forms was recovered from the upper layers including
several pieces of samian ware.

The stratigraphical layers showed a distinct drop on the west side so that the lowest layer
at the west end was much deeper than that on the east side (Fig 2.) On the west side of
the section the base contour rose until it met with the junction of the large north/south
ditch. The upper layer (a) produced several pieces of metalwork and an interesting amount
of pottery. The finds varied from layer to layer with some of the middle layers producing
very little, possibly indicating rapid back filling during ancient times. One layer produced a
significant amount of snail shells probably suggesting that this layer bad lain open to
elements for some time and that the filling in of the depression was undertaken at varying
stages.

The lower layers proved to be the most interesting. As the excavation progressed in depth
various collections of butchered bone were found in differing locations, and while some of
the lower fills were quite soft others were quite hard and difficult to excavate. Among the
most interesting finds from the upper layers were a large piece of tegula roofing tile context
920C, a small piece of marble from context 925 and 4 pieces of samian ware from context
920D.

The lower layers had a number of distinct concentrations of finds of butchered bone and
among these were context 925 which was thought to be a possible pit, but this later proved
to be a shallow deposit focused in one area. Other pit features, contexts 930 and 931 later
proved to be one larger pit. Bone concentrations were also noted in contexts 933 and 935,
which proved to be the south edge of a cobbled flint floor.
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The flint floor uncovered was littered with a number of areas of butchered bone and this
cobbled floor dropped down in depth from the east end of the excavated trench as it
progressed westwards. At the west end there was a rise in the chalk bottom layer lying
beneath the floor which then opened onto the north/south ditch. The ditch in this area was
given context number 926. As the floor was being excavated it became apparent that at
the western end of the floor there was lodged a very large sarsen stone (context 919E).
Other large blocks of iron stone were also incorporated as part of the flint floor surface.
Among the finds lying on this cobbled. surface were a large piece of a Roman glass
vessel, a zoomorphic brooch, and a child‘s spiral ring. These were found around the
location of the base of the sarsen stone. The floor was later planned, photographed and
fully recorded.

The North/South Ditch (Context 926)

The new section of north/south ditch proved to be as interesting as the previous sections.
The upper layers produced barge amounts of animal bone, and the ribs from the carcass
of another cow (Context 926B). (Report awaited from Carol White). A number of skulls
were recovered and among the bone were other finds of marine mollusc (oyster) and
several sherds of Roman pottery including samian ware. The ditch appears to be widening
at this point, and is now a flat bottomed vee-shaped feature and appears to be curving
towards the west. The lower fill comprised medium sized chalk nodules, possibly
associated with frost damage, and as in the past very few artefacts.

The East Trench

Further explorations were made in the area to the east of the copse of trees at Rocky
Clump. This location has proved quite enigmatic in the past with considerable finds of
pottery and shell, but very little in the way of features. This season the shadow for one of
Clive Cleggs sections was uncovered. His excavations consisted of a series of four, one
metre square sections. These were designed to investigate the ditch that surrounds the
clump. A new section of the ditch (context 927), described by Walter Gorton as being a
temenos, was once again revealed and small section was cut into the feature. The section
provided another opportunity to draw and photograph the vee-shaped ditch, but the
location did appear to have been disturbed. The excavation was extended southwards by
2 metres in 2 areas (Contexts 916 and 924) and the west end of the excavation was
cleaned back and revealed the edge of a circular cut (Context 928). The finds from this
part of the excavation were quite prolific. Once the excavations had reached down onto the
layer of the circular feature this proved to be yet another large solution hollow or geological
rather than archaeological feature.

There is a note from the records of the earlier excavations of Walter Gorton and Charlie
Yeates about the finding of a pit which contained large amounts of animal bone. This
feature was never given a location and back filled quickly without recording it. lt was hoped
that the circular feature might be this pit, but proved not to be the case.
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The ‘Bones‘ Trench Extension (Fig 2.)

In October 2009 the BHAS team returned to Rocky Clump and began a new extension to
the bones trench. lt was now essential to find the north and east extents of the cobbled flint
floor. New contexts of 2 metre square sections were set out and allocated context numbers
936-940 inclusively. These areas were being excavated until the site closed down in
December 2009. The new areas produced a small number of finds of pottery, but very little
else. However, there is still much more fill to be removed before the floor level is reached
in this location, but chalk is already appearing on the north side of the excavation which
may indicate the extent of the north side of the floor.
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Conclusions

The 2009 season of excavations at Rocky Clump has once again provided new
information about low status Romano-British farmsteads. The small excavation in the
bones trench provided more evidence for rural farming activity and possibly the location of
a Roman butchery site, judging by the copious amounts of bone being recovered. The rare
finds of brooches and Roman glass from the lower levels also show the potential for similar
finds in the future. The richness of the finds and their rarity raises questions about life
styles, trade and the quality of life for the humble people of this period.

The flint cobbled floor with the large elevated sarsen stone at the west end and covered
with butchered bone could, with imagination, been construed as a possible ‘chopping‘
block. The depression in the floor could be to dram the blood from such enterprises. There
is a slight problem with the adjacent north/south ditch being used as a dram for this
purpose as it is slightly higher than the floor level, so must have been created for some
other purpose. There is no staining on the large sarsen stone providing evidence for such
activities, although tool marks can be discerned.

A chronological sequence has been determined by the various layers of chalk deposited.
The digging of the north/south ditch overlay the lower fills above the flint floor, and these
chalk upcasts were in turn covered later by the further in filling of the cobbled floor. The
sunken floor surface was the earlier feature covered by the digging of the later north/south
ditch. We still do not understand why the north/south ditch was being cut, but can assume
that it was part of a newer field system. This raises the question about what was
happening on the flint floor, were the activities associated with it no longer required and
thus making it redundant, or was it's location moved elsewhere, only further investigations
may provide answers.

As the season progressed and the field unit returned to Rocky Clump in the autumn a
number of changes had occurred to the features in the bones trench. Weathering over the
summer had had some effect. The south edge of the cobbled floor now appeared to have
change in configuration. Originally the floor was recorded to have a straight edge along the
southern side, but now at the western end of the feature there now appeared to be a
distinct curved area. The curvature was enhanced in definition by a number of the iron
stones, which were mentioned earlier in the report as being part of the floor surface. The
curved section had the large sarsen block at its western end with the cobbled floor
continuing in a linear fashion eastwards under the baulk. David Rudling, our local Roman
expert, visited the site in the autumn and suggested that the circular feature may be a
Roman well.

Excavations at Rocky Clump in 2010

The excavations will continue in 2010 seeking the north and east boundaries of the ‘floor‘
and possible well, and sections will then be cut to examine the features in more detail. The
east trench continues to be enigmatic providing lots of finds and questions. Will we find
that elusive pit full of animal bones noted in the archive of the early excavations? Or
possibly more features associated with the possible ‘shrine‘ site. A small geophysical
survey conducted north of the ‘bones trench shows quite clearly that the north/south ditch
continues for a further 40 metres and more, but more importantly a new area of low
resistance. The new area of low resistance is once again located east of die large
north/south ditch and appears rectangular in shape, only further investigations will reveal
what these features are, and how they relate to the current known Roman landscape.
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The scale of the 2009 season of excavations has been enhanced by the adding of mid-
week digging. A number ofBI4AS people have now retired and with Mark Gillingham and
Brenda Collins leading and directing it has allowed more excavation and speedier
progress.

The author would like to thank all of the BHAS people who have turned out in all types of
inclement weather, including snow showers. lt certainly shows the commitment of the
BHAS membership

John Funnell 10th January 2010
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EXCAVATIONS AT OVINGDEAN 2009 - INTERIM REPORT

Introduction

Early in 2009 a brief of work for a major archaeological undertaking at Hog Croft Field,
Ovingdean was compiled and presented to Mr Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist,
and Mr Geoff Bennett of Brighton and Hove City Council. (Fig 1.) The plan was to uncover
and reveal the complexity of features revealed in previous seasons (Funnell), extend the
excavation northwards to reveal more archaeological remains and endeavour to discover
their significance and purpose. A vast amount of information has been provided by the
evidence from earlier investigations, but a more composite and extended excavation would
bring together all these elements into a better understanding of the archaeological
remains.

The proposal was to start with a more detailed excavation of the ‘manor’ house, and then
excavate systematically northwards towards the location of the possible detached kitchen.
Additional investigations would encompass the banks surrounding the medieval enclosure
in an attempt to date them, and to examine a number of geophysical anomalies observed
in resistivity surveys located outside of the medieval enclosure in areas to the west of the
enclosure and down in the valley bottom. County Hall had also requested a possible
intervention into an area where it is believed part of the film ‘Oh What a Lovely War’ was
recorded, in an attempt to find more contemporary archaeology. This section is located in
the north east section of the field. The excavation was planned to be carried out over
several years. The specification of the excavation was to remove the top soil, uncover the
array of features and plan them. The plan was then with the minimum of intervention to
seek out a chronological sequence and date range for the features, and hopefully
understand the purpose for the various ditches, pits and earthen banks.

It was early into the excavation that Brighton and Hove City Council changed the land
usage at Ovingdean into a High Level Stewardship (HLS) Scheme. The County
Archaeologist informed the society that this change would now restrict the excavation and
only a focused investigation of the manor house would be allowed at this time. It was also
proposed, after a site visit by the County Archaeologist, that sections of the house from turf
level downwards should remain untouched, this would allow archaeologists in the future to
further investigate the house at Ovingdean and be able to re-assess the findings from this
season. A plan was made to cut sections that would effectively provide a detailed section
through the house in both north/south and east/west directions (Fig 2.), (Fig 3.) and (Fig
3a.)

The BHAS Field Unit returned to Ovingdean in May 2009. The area to be excavated, along
with sufficient excess land for a spoil heap, was marked out and an electric fence was
erected. The purpose of this fence was to keep the small herd of cows kept in the field
away from deep sections that could cause them harm if they fell in to the sections. A
further safety measure incorporated an inner fence of red and white tape around the
boundaries of the excavation, to make people aware that they were entering a hazardous
zone. The excavation then began in earnest with the removal and stacking of turf from
above the house location. The house location had been well documented from the
previous investigations in 2003 – 2008. Once the area was open context numbers were
allocated numbering from 200 in the south/west corner through to 234 in the south/west
corner (Fig 4.). Each context section measured 2 metres by 2 metres, and finds collected
from each section were given bags with these distinct numbers. The top soil was
systematically removed until the walls underneath were revealed. Sections were then cut
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in various locations to investigate the cellar below and the chalk surface surrounding the
walls. Wherever possible the same context numbers were retained during the sections, but
then more finely defined in chronological sequences by adding additional suffixes of a, b,
c, with ‘a ‘being the upper layer and b and c lower levels. The upper top soil consisted of a
very fine, light brown silty loam.
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The Excavations

The Manor House Walls (Fig 5.)

The main purpose of the 2009 excavation had been prompted by the wall finds from the
investigations in 2003, 2006 and 2008. The north/east corner of the house had been
uncovered, possible steps into a cellar revealed inside the house, and a chronological
sequence showing a number of stages or phases for building activity and renovation or
regeneration. In 2008 the south/west corner of the house had been revealed and was quite
different to the walls found in the north/east corner. It was an obvious requirement of the
new investigation to find out when these changes had occurred and how or why they had
happened.

The walls were revealed and from the first outset it was visibly obvious that a number of
changes had occurred to the original structure. The most significant wall was the one to
the north. It was in the central region of the north wall that the wall achieved its maximum
width of 1.4 metres and it was also in this area that a beam or door slot was located. This
point is deemed to be the main upper entrance to the house. Post holes found during the
2006 excavations, in the chalk to the north of this door, may indicate that the building had
a porch (Funnell).

The North Wall

The north wall is effectively divided into 3 sections. The central area, as previously
described is the thickest part of the house, and it changes at both the west and east ends.
The west end of the wall steps down to only 84cms in width, but is of the same material
construction. The east end of the north wall is dramatically different. The thickness of the
wall at the east end is only 58cms and along with a well constructed north/east corner is a
well defined later construction. The wall in the north/east section is only 30cms deep and is
constructed above a layer which is a combination of a flint rubble and chalk loam fill. The
west end of this section of wall has been bonded into the thickest section of the north wall,
utilising the door slot in this location as a key. The central thicker wall was excavated down
to the cellar floor, but the west end of this wall was only partially excavated in depth down
to just below a large flint, cobbled floor surface. All sections of the north wall used large
flint nodules and mortar for their construction, although the later smaller thickness east end
of the wall used more refined mortar and smaller pebble stones in the mortar mixture.

The West Wall

The west wall is quite solid in construction but varies along its full width from 85cms on the
south side to 1.05 metres on the north side. The wall was fully exposed in contexts 200,
202 and 206 but only excavated to the top surface in context 204. The west wall has been
partially removed in the south section, but at a lower depth the wall has an inner protruding
ridge, also noted on the south wall, that could indicate a much wider original thickness.
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The East Wall

The east wall, like the north wall, has at least two phases. The earlier medieval thick wall
was still retained on the south side and on the south/east corner. The wall at this point
measured 1.0 metre in width. The north section leading to the north/east corner retained
the same width as the east end of the north wall at 58cms. Both walls were of flint and
mortar construction, but the feature was decidedly less stable than the walls on the north
and west sides. The junction between the north and south section walls was not very
sound with various sections of patching and repair using flint nodules (Contexts 241, 242,
243 and 244). Numerous amounts of loose flint nodules were found to the east of this wall.
The junction of the two walls was not well constructed and the flint nodules could easily be
prised out of position and the mortar was of very poor quality. The junction of the two
sections of the east wall was marked with a brown stain on the flint nodules.  This stain ran
in conjunction with a shallow ditch noted on the inside of the wall running westwards for a
short distance. Attached to the outside of the east wall was a small square walled feature,
which is the location of a possible garderobe. The depth of wall on the north section
measured only 30cms while the thicker wall on the south side carried on down to the cellar
floor. The walls were chased down into the cellar depths in contexts 226, 227 and 233.

The South Wall

The south wall was a most curious collection of wall features. The width of the wall varied
along its length from 1.11 metre at the west end to 90cms in the central section and to
64cms at the east end. The south east section was not well mortared, and the flint nodules
appeared quite loose. The central and south west sections were very solid and well
constructed with an inner ridge noted in context 219 at a lower depth similar to the one
noted in context 202 on the west wall. The south wall had a curious outer ridge, on the
south side of the wall that varied in width as it progressed eastwards. The west end of this
ridge measured 33cms but that diminished to only 10cms in the south/west outer corner. A
number of bricks of 18th or 19th century date (pers. Comm. Luke Barber) were cemented
into the inner section of the south wall in a number of locations. The bricks were later
removed at the suggestion of Luke Barber and proved to be the infill of a pair of south
facing medieval windows (Fig 16. Profile R-R)
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The Corners of the Building

The North East Corner (Context 226) (Fig 5.)

The north east corner of the building was the best preserved and youngest of the group. It
was not substantial in thickness as mentioned but was well constructed. It overlay a lower
fill of flint nodules and chalky loam, and this fill, in turn this fill overlay the thicker medieval
walls that were still present at a lower depth. The deeper walls were well preserved on the
east side of the building, but the north section had been robbed of much of the thicker
older lower wall. The upper, later corner consisted of an outer corner block of Caen stone,
while the inner section was constructed of a pair of carved chalk blocks. The north/east
corner had been the first to be uncovered in the 2006 season of excavations.
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The South West Corner (Context 203)

The south west corner of the building was partially uncovered and excavated in 2008, and
it was the dramatic difference to the north/east corner that prompted the 2009
investigations. In 2008 the corner was revealed and the interior of the wall excavated to a
depth of 1 metre. The corner is of a solid flint and mortar build, but there were no interior
cornerstones, only a rough circular pit remaining. The inside of the walls in this corner had
been robbed, and it was obvious that the hole in the corner was used as a positional
platform for robbing and prising out the flint nodules for re-use. The corner was excavated
to a depth of 1.2 metres, but digging stopped as the loose fill proved to be unstable and
health and safety issues arose. Among the new finds in this location was a coin of George
III.

 The South East Corner (Context 228)

This corner was untouched and was left in-situ for future archaeologists to investigate. A
pair of 18th of 19th century bricks were noted embedded into the inner section of the corner,
but are unlikely to be part of a bricked up window in that location.

The North West Corner (Context 207) (Fig 18.)

The north/west corner of the building was originally going to remain untouched. The
excavations had revealed the junction of the north and west walls and it showed to be of
flint and mortar construction. Adhering to the corner of both north and west walls was the
remains of the later large beach pebbled cobbled floor, noted as a floor surface in varying
locations around the building and also in the interior section. A change of policy was
adopted when it was deemed possible that part of the original medieval corner may have
been still preserved below that cobbled floor. After recording, photographing and drawing
the corner a section of the flint cobbled floor was removed to investigate the layers below.
As the excavation progressed a number of large carved chalk cornerstone blocks were
uncovered. One of the blocks measured 33cms x 30cms x 14cms thick. All of the blocks
had been prised away from the corner, and none were found in-situ. The excavation
progressed down for only a small depth once several corner pieces had been found
disturbed. The outer facing corner appeared to have a small buttress aligned against the
north wall (Context 237), below context 209, but upon excavation proved to be a very
shallow feature.
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The Outer Fills (Fig 6 Sections P-P & Q-Q and Fig 18 Section H-H))

From the outset of the original excavations it was always suspected that the complex of
buildings at Ovingdean, located within the medieval enclosure, were built on top of an
artificially created chalk platform. The chalk for this platform is believed to have been
derived from a quarry located on the east facing side of Cattle Hill. During previous digging
seasons various features had been observed to have been cut into chalk, but in every
case the chalk was not the solid natural geology known from this region. During the 2009
season the chalk was uncovered on both the west and north sides, with the deposit
located on the outer side of the building walls. In the area surrounding the south/west
corner of the house excavation showed steps and variations in depths to the chalk
deposits. A number of sondages were sunk in the south/west corner of context 200 and
either side of context 204 in contexts 202 and 206.

The sondages revealed a number of vertical and vee-shaped ditches cut into the chalk,
and the nature of the ditches showed elements of change, with a single ditch in context
206 becoming a double ditch in context 202. A step in the south/west corner revealed that
the chalk in that area was part of a series of layers of chalk and loam like fills. The chalk
was a succession of different layers cut by later ditches. The ditches (contexts 262 and
263) had several fills, with red roofing tile very noticeable in the upper fill tending to show
association with later contemporary activities.

However, it was a sondage cut into the chalk deposit on the north side of the building,
context 210 that provided the most conclusive evidence. The 50cms wide sondage cut
from the outer wall surface towards the excavation baulk produced finds in the fill of
marine mollusc, medieval glazed pottery and a medieval metal plumb bob.
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The Garderobe (Context 273) (Fig 7. Section S-S)

The east side of the building was quite enigmatic, with many large, loose flint nodules,
especially around the junction of the two sections of poorly bonded walls. The fills to the
east of the east wall had produced numerous flint nodules that had either been robbed or
lay scattered during a demolition process. A small extension to the excavation boundary in
that area was cut to seek evidence for a possible wall or buttress noted in the resistivity
survey of 1999. It was during this process that a small square enclosure was found
abutting the east wall. The small feature had curved corners on the south/west and
north/east corners and it was constructed with a mixture of carved chalk blocks and large
flint nodules. The walls were quite thin measuring only 10cms and the depth of the feature
which was cut into the outer chalk deposits was 56cms. The feature aligned with a brown
stain noted at the wall junction in this location.

The South West Corner Sondage Context 203 (Fig 8.) and (Fig 9. Section C-C)

The South west interior corner of the building had been partially excavated in the 2008
season, when it revealed the circular pit inside the corner, associated with possible stone
robbing. The area had produced evidence for a Georgian and Victorian rubbish pit, with a
coin of Charles II also being found in the layers. The back fill from the 2008 excavation
was removed in 2009 and a deeper sondage excavated to a depth of 1.4 metres. The
stratigraphy from 2008 was revealed once again, showing vestiges of an inner flint cobbled
floor created from large blue beach pebbles. The lower depth being excavated revealed
the inside face of the west wall as a distinct and clean face, with a disturbed flint layer
above (Fig 8.) The upper fill in this context (Contexts 200/202) was clearly visible as an
upper layer of chalk loam with numerous amounts of red roofing tile. The area was
designated as a rubbish pit in earlier reports and was a deposit located above the large
flint cobbled floor. Below the flint cobbled floor there was a layer of hard compressed
chalk, and it appears that this was the bedding surface for the flint floor. Below the
compressed chalk layer was a fill of loose rubble and mortar. It was the instability of the
rubble layer that caused the excavation to cease at the level it did for health and safety
reasons. The section did produce quite an interesting stratigraphy with a clear
chronological sequence.

There was a very odd pit/post hole cut into the wall in the south west corner (context 142)
and it can only be assumed that this was associated with the demolition process or flint
and stone removal in this corner, for there were no other similar features to suggest it was
part of another structure.

The Excavations of the Interior of the Building

Permission was granted for several sondages to be cut into the cellar of the building. The
objective of these interventions was to seek the depth of the medieval floor surface, reveal
any possible dating evidence and to examine the interior of the walls. A sondage had been
cut into the cellar during the 2006 excavations and this had revealed two in-situ sheep
skeletons. One of the skeletons was removed and the other left in-situ for future reference
and location. The new sondages would allow for sections to be drawn of the stratigraphical
layers in both directions. The sondages were planned to be stepped for health and safety
reasons and were restricted to 1 metre widths.
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Sondage Context 211 (Fig 10. Section I-I) and (Fig 11. Section J-J)

The sondage in context 211 was restricted to a depth of only 80cms. It revealed the inner
surface of the early medieval wall, and a ridge similar to ones found in other locations at
context 200, 2002, and 219. The ridge in context 211 appeared to show that the upper
thinner section of wall was actually not a robbed surface but a construction feature with the
lower section much wider than the upper. Both sections of this wall were constructed
together and there was no distinct separation of the two other than the stepping back. This
particular sondage was stopped at a higher depth because of the restricted length of the
excavation being only 1 metre, the same as the width and thus reducing the ability to dig
down any deeper.

Sondage Contexts 218, 219 and 223 (Figs 12 Section D-D & Fig 13 Section E-E)

The sondage contexts 218, 219 and 223 were 1 metre in width, and were an ‘L’ shaped
configuration running along the west side of contexts 219 and 218 and along the north side
of contexts 218 and 223.  The sondage produced further evidence for the firm inner ridge
on the medieval wall at a lower depth, similar to those found on contexts 200, 202 and
211. A pair of contemporary 18th or 19th century bricks appeared to form a possible step
leading into the building, but at the suggestion of Luke Barber the bricks were removed
using a mattock and this revealed the interior facets of a medieval south facing window. A
similar set of bricks further to the east in context 224 proved to be a similar feature. The
windows appear to be based centrally east to west in the building (Pers. Comm.. Keith
Edgar). The sondages were cut using a stepped down method to the in-situ medieval floor.
The fill consisted of demolition rubble consisting of a mixture of grit, mortar and large flint
nodules, with occasional piece of dressed chalk. The sondage was completed once the
firm nature of the adjacent demolition fills had been asserted, but even then safety officers
were appointed above the deeper sections in case of emergency. The interior proved to be
of a single fill, there was no evidence for any stratigraphical variations, clearly indicating
that the demolition was a very rapid and speedy exercise. The fill did, however, reveal
significant amounts of small rodent and bird bones and close to the level above the
medieval floor other larger animal bones were found, vestiges of a large collection of
animal bones found in sondages context numbers 222 and 227. This ‘L’ shaped sondage
revealed part of the interior of the south wall, while the remaining sections of the sondages
were simply cuts through the fills of the cellar layers.
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Sondage Contexts 217, 222 and 227 (Fig 14. Section F-F)

This section of sondage numbers incorporated the section excavated earlier during the
2006 excavations. This 1 metre square section had been located in new context number
217. Using the information from the previous dig the fill was removed down till a plastic
sheeting covering indicated the depth of the old excavation, and the location of the in-situ
sheep burial. The sondage was extended eastwards into context location 227, but a 1
metre baulk was left between part of context 227 and the next eastward context number
232. Once the excavation had reached the level of the earlier excavation and started
moving eastwards it quickly became apparent that there was an extremely large deposit of
animals bones lying against the inside of the north wall of the cellar of the building. The
animals were articulated burials, and were obviously piled one upon the other. The bone
deposits were photographed and recorded. The animal remains consisted of a mixture of
creatures which included horned sheep, possible goat, dog and a ferret or rodent like
animal (Pers. Comm. Carol White). The bones are now being processed by the BHAS
bones team and a report will be attached to any later publications. The medieval floor level
had previously been found in context 226 so the depth of animal bone could be accurately
gauged and removed with care down onto the medieval floor surface. A few sherds of
medieval pottery were found among the lower bone deposits. Animal bone could still be
observed in the baulks on the south side (context 222 south section) and in the baulk to
the east between contexts 222 and 227. The 218/223 sondage had found only a few
animal bones associated with this cluster and so we can confirm that because of the few
noted in the 218/223 sondage the extent of the animal carcasses could be discerned. The
south side of contexts 222 and 227 was partially excavated and stepped to a width of
50cms as a safety precaution.

Sondage 227 (Fig 15. Sections N-N & O-O)

The east side of the cellar was investigated by a 2 metre square sondage focused on
context 227. This sondage traced the east wall down to the medieval floor level. The east
wall of the building in this area was far from sound, and it was quite easy to prise large flint
nodules away from the structure. A small area of loose rubble was noted in the north/east
section of the upper wall, and this proved to have an alignment with the area of brown
staining noted earlier across the junction of the two east wall sections. A small section of
this rubble was removed but no finds were recovered. The north facing, east facing and
south facing sections of this sondage consisted of cellar fills with only the west facing
section being the medieval wall.

There was some concern during the excavation about the floor as it appeared to be
deeper in the adjacent context 226, but when a good selection of finds of medieval pottery
were forthcoming it later proved to be a pit, (context 277), cut into the medieval floor. The
pit was quite useful as it created a section showing the relationship of the wall to the floor,
and provided a chronological sequence that meant that a new section did not have to be
cut. The fill of this sondage proved to be exactly the same as the others, except 226 and
consisted of grit, rubble, mortar and large flint nodules.
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Pit Context 277 (Fig 16.)

The pit found in the lower levels of context 227 was 1 metre wide and 1.4 metres in length
going from the east wall westwards. The feature had rounded corners on the north/west
and south/west side and was quite rounded all around except at the east wall where the
cut was vertical and on the same alignment as the wall. The fill of the pit was a very dark
silty substance and contained a considerable number of sherds of medieval pottery.

Sondage 226 (Fig 17. Sections L-L & M-M)

One of the first areas in the cellar to be investigated was sondage 226. The reason for this
was a number of photographs from the 2006 excavation that tended to suggest that steps
may have been partially revealed in that north/east corner which could possibly lead down
to the cellar floor. Context 226 measured 2 metres square and the sound nature of the fill
did not mean that the stepped excavation technique needed to be used. However, as the
excavation progressed a large chunk of mortared and rendered masonry was uncovered.
Originally the shape and vertical nature of the item suggested a possible corridor within the
cellar, but as the depth increased voids appeared below the masonry and it proved to be
the vestige of a wall, possibly from part of the upper building. The north section or south
facing part of the north wall in this context also had a smaller section of mortared and
rendered wall in the interior that had heightened the possibility of this possible corridor, but
this vestige despite being in-situ and still held in position was quite small, and may indicate
that some of the cellar wall was rendered. A metre width baulk was left between contexts
226, 221 and 222 to ensure that the large section of masonry was safely held in its place,
as it would have been extremely heavy was considered too dangerous to move.

The sondage was excavated down onto the medieval floor level. On the east wall the
excavations clearly revealed a chronological sequence of walls. What had originally been
perceived as cellar steps proved to be the lower, solid vestiges of the early medieval wall,
with a later wall constructed above it. On the north side a similar chronological sequence
could also be noted, but there was no trace of the larger medieval walls at the bottom. The
medieval walls could also be observed as having been robbed on the north/east side, a
metre or so to the west. What became noticeable was that while the upper and newer
section was complete the lower medieval wall had been constructed quite differently. The
early conclusions about the north/east corner were that it had not been a continuous wall,
as in the other three corners, but was an abutted corner. This form of corner would have
been quite an odd and unusual method of construction. The fill of this sondage was slightly
different to the other cellar fills consisting still of grit, rubble and mortar but with a greater
number of large flint nodules noticeably focused in that location.

There were few finds in the rubble layer, with the exception of rodent and small bird bones,
but from a few millimetres above the excavated floor surface was uncovered a 14th century
medieval ‘dripping’ pan and a few other sherds of medieval pottery.
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The ‘Medieval’ Cellar Floor

The floor of the medieval building at Ovingdean proved to be constructed of a level and
compact layer of chalk. The small pit in context 227, located up to and against the east
wall, partially sectioned this floor, but no attempt was made to cut right through the floor
into the possible natural chalk deposits. The floor remained relatively level throughout the
various sondages created in the cellar interior at context numbers 218, 219, 222, 226, 227
and 232.

The North/East Corner Excavations North of the Wall

The north east corner of the building proved to be the most interesting feature to
understand. The abutted method of east and north wall construction was considered
unsound, even for medieval building construction. A small extension to the excavation was
set up outside of the building and north of the north wall. The extension was restricted by
the location of the spoil heap, but it was essential to understand what was happening in
this north/east corner. It was decided that it was important to retain the in-situ later and
upper walls as perfectly preserved as possibly. It was deemed unsatisfactory to try and
undermine this less solid construction in that location, where there appeared to be no
vestige of the earlier medieval wall in the lower depths.

The narrow section was rapidly excavated down through a gritty fill down to a chalk level,
which proved to be quite an odd section. As the excavation progressed a hard platform
was revealed, about 1 metre in width and stepped in places. The entrance to the cellar had
been found in the north east corner of the building. The north end of the east wall was not
exposed as this would have undermined the later wall, but the concrete surface confirmed
that the building did at one time have a door in this location. The cellar entrance would
have been accessed by either series of steps (not found) or a possible vee shaped ramp
going northwards. A ramp of this description was visible in the south facing section. The
time restriction did not allow for the moving of the large spoil heap to examine the area
further, but the vee-shaped section was quite distinct with a fill of grit cutting through chalk
layers on the west and east sides.

The Finds from the Excavations

The small sections that had been cut in previous seasons into the cellar deposits had
failed to recover anything dramatic, other than in the small later rubbish pit in the
south/west corner of the building. This season proved to be no different. The upper layers
produced an interesting collection of mother of pearl pieces and a vast collection of rodent
and small bird bones. There were finds of dressed stone, a few pieces of medieval floor
and roofing tile but very little pottery. The few sherds of pottery did come from well sealed
stratigraphical deposits and may be used for some dating purposes, although the pottery
found from the cellar floor could have come from a later date and will not effectively
provide an accurate date for the house construction. The most useful finds were recovered
from the chalk deposits surrounding the house. Pottery from the sondage fill to the north
could give some dating as to when the platform was created. A fine whetstone was found
in the pit context 273. The most interesting finds are obviously the collection of animal
bones found from the cellar floor. The upper layers still abound with large quantities of
contemporary red roofing tile, and an uplifted turf in context 222 uncovered a 20th century
‘charm’ bracelet. The finds will be the subject of a detailed study over the next few years
and more detailed reports will be issued upon completion. During the excavation a number
of thin bricks, some with glazed faces were recovered (contexts 219, 223 and 232), the
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items are presently believed to be of Tudor date, and a visit to houses close by noted
similar bricks in-situ in standing buildings. It may be possible to date when these buildings
were constructed and perhaps add another phase to the chronological sequence already
prepared.

The Construction Materials

The medieval building was constructed using a mixture of large flint nodules, smaller flint
nodules, grit and mortar. The flints used in the wall construction were in the main
unknapped, but a few had been knapped in some isolated locations. The floor was
constructed of compact chalk. The upper, later walls in the north/east corner were different
in using smaller flint nodules. The mortar did vary in constituents with finer material being
used for the later walls in the north/east corner. A number different types of mortar, some
being blue in colour or yellow were used during later renovations, but only an expert of the
subject would possibly be able to give a more detailed analysis and possible dating for the
works carried out using this material.

Conclusions

The medieval house at Hog Croft field Ovingdean has proved to be a fascinating study, of
medieval archaeology. It is now possible to confirm details of what lies beneath the soil at
Ovingdean and has answered some of the many questions raised by the previous
incursions made by BHAS. The dimensions of the building have now been confirmed and
the nature and variation in the wall construction gives some insight into the complexity of
the chronological sequence. The archaeology has once again confirmed several phases of
construction, with subtle interludes discerned by renovation work and later additional
building materials.

The excavation of several areas into the chalk deposits surrounding the building confirms
what was previously suspected and that is that the enclosure is located on an artificially
created platform of chalk. It is highly possible that the chalk comes from the chalk quarry
located on the east facing side of Cattle Hill, but without further investigations in this area
and subsequent dating material this can only be conjecture. The platform has had several
interventions over the various small excavations conducted by BHAS from 2003 to 2009,
and in each investigation the finds recovered from the fills has hinted at a number of layers
of deposited chalk. Finds have been recovered from all of the chalk features excavated.
This season glazed 13th century pottery and metal plumb bob were found within the chalk
contexts.

The exposure of several layer of chalk and loamy soils in the south west corner of the
excavation, outside of the south/west building, have supported the evidence for the chalk
to be fills rather that natural. It was also observed how the chalk overlay various ditch
features. All of those features excavated produced evidence for a complex series of
activities during their deposition. It is impossible, without further investigations, to
determine the precise plan of these features and the reason for their creation. The ditches
could be associated with the original building construction or equally associated with later
renovations, and possible attempts at some form of protective scaffolding when the
building may have began to deteriorate and perhaps fall apart.

The walls have always remained the key to the phasing at Ovingdean, tied in with the
variations in methods of construction. There is still some element of uncertainty regarding
the early dating of construction of the medieval phasing and subsequent demolition. The
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renovations and use of later building materials is now well understood, although an
accurate dating for the renovations is impossible to determine.
The medieval walls are substantial, up to 1.4 metres in width, and this does suggest a
large two storied building. The construction of a large cellar or undercroft tends to indicate
a significant structure. It is difficult to determine the method of construction but the
evidence does point to a visible sequence of events. The cellar floor of compact chalk
would appear to be the foundation with the walls being constructed on top of this base.
This is visible in the pit cut in medieval times or later exposing the floor underneath the
east wall. It would appear that the surrounding fill may have been deposited first, but
equally it could have been added later. The outside walls do not have any evidence for
shuttering, but the controlled and consistently level faces of the inner walls do suggest
either internal shuttering or experienced builders.

The lower sturdy walls still remain in-situ on all sides with the exception of the area to the
west of what would have been the cellar entrance. In this location the wall is very unsound
and certainly the area excavated does suggest that some flint robbing had taken place,
this is also supported by the evidence for the removal of large stone pieces in the
south/west and north/west corners of the building.

One feature of the building is the step or ridge found on both the west and south walls, but
is noticeably missing on the north and east walls. The ridge on the south wall ties in with
the bottom level of the medieval windows and suggests that the cellar was considerable
taller. The ridges could have afforded a strong base for any timber supports for a wooden
floor, but unless medieval buildings had carpentry methods that allowed for supports on
only two adjacent sides, which is highly unlikely, means that certain construction elements
are missing. Further research will be undertaken to study medieval structures and seek
parallels for the methods found at Ovingdean.

One of the peculiar aspects of the building is the outer ridge running along the outer face
of the south wall. This lip or ridge is not consistent and varies in width along the whole
length of the wall. The constructive method clearly shows that it is not a sequence but one
and part of the same original wall. There is no additional outer ridge on any of the other
sides. The windows in the south wall were solid pieces set into the basic flint nodule matrix
and it is anticipated that they would have continued vertically upwards, but to what height
cannot be known. The upper part of the walls is fairly consistent all around with the
exception of the north/east corner, and it is the upper walls that show the most extensive
evidence for stone robbing. There was some very ephemeral evidence for a possible putt
log hole in the interior face of the north wall (context 281) but a single putt log hole is quite
suspect and may be the feature of some later activity.

The house has its maximum width on the north, along with the entrance or door cill. Once
again further research will be required to study medieval dwellings as it is generally
considered that medieval buildings had entrances on both the north and south sides. At
Ovingdean there is no evidence for an entrance on the south side, and the height of the
cellar window opening would tend to suggest that one in that location would have been in
an elevated position.  The entrance on the north side is supported by post hole evidence
that does suggest a possible porch or timber cover over the door. The question that still
remains is why is there no direct link from a south entrance of the house to the north
entrance of the church. It would have been thought that the route from house to church
would have been more direct. One possibility is that a timber framed exit from the south
side of the house may have been constructed, only further investigations could confirm
this.
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The evidence for a large flint and stone building has been substantiated by additional finds
of carved and dressed stone, mainly of chalk. Chalk is known as a soft stone and while
easy to be shaped would not have a long life expectancy, or be particularly strong under
stress, especially on a building that had more than one floors, but at Ovingdean it appears
to have an important constituent of the building fabric.

The north/east cellar entrance was excavated to a depth of 1.4 metres and at that depth
clearly indicates that a solid wooden door and surrounding architraves and decoration
would have made the cellar much higher and that much of the upper levels had been
removed, this is also observed in the base facets of the windows in the south wall. The full
height of the cellar or building will never be known. The north/east corner is alone in
providing an early chronological sequence of construction, but it is the early phase that is
really important. The north/east corner of the cellar consisted of a solid wall on the east
wall, with no visible sign of a return towards the west. The wall came out straight
northwards and terminated, although this was not confirmed by excavation due to
concerns about undermining the later less substantial walls above. The entrance to the
cellar was north facing and was an integral part of the north/east corner. The large, solid
medieval walls then continued westwards expanding into the maximum width at the central
area of the north wall, where the main north entrance to the house is deemed to be
located. Some stone or flint nodules from the north wall had been removed in the
north/east corner and had left this section unstable. This instability restricted further
incursions to reveal the in-situ remains of the early wall. What the excavations did reveal
was a solid flint and mortar constructed exit, with shallow, mortared steps leading out of
the cellar going northwards. The section remaining in the south facing baulk showed a vee
shaped cut into the chalk, but due to the spoil heap location it was not possible to the
extend the excavation and seek out evidence for an entrance ramp or steps.

The garderobe is believed to have been located abutting the east wall of the house. The
evidence for this was in the square shaped feature constructed in that location sunk into
the chalk below and against the east wall. The garderobe could have been utilised using
an upper outflow, but no evidence for this remains. The brown staining found in this
location could be associated with its use, and while the fluids would have drained away it
would have required regular servicing to have removed any solids. There was no evidence
for this, but soils samples have been taken away for further investigation and analysis.

Throughout the excavation what has been noted is a comparison of areas of solid and
robust walls combined with others alternatively weak and crumbling. The north, west and
south walls are all very solid and robust, but the east wall is very weak and crumbly with
poor mortar and a very weak north/east corner where the cellar entrance added to a
weakness in the house design. The house was built upon a very unsound foundation on a
less than solid base of imported chalk, and surrounded by a weak mixture of chalk and
loamy fills. The east wall would have begun to crumble quite early on, and it was probably
this unsound wall that precipitated the demolition of the house.

The fill of the cellar is comprised almost completely of flint nodules, grit and mortar. The
materials suggest that the construction of the house was similar to that of the adjacent
church which still stands, but that structure was created on a solid surface comprised of
natural chalk, not imported as with the house. The cellar fill contained numerous pieces of
carved stone, mainly chalk and an extremely large chunk of masonry originally considered
part of a corridor in the cellar. This very odd location could possibly be a local feature of
the interior, associated with the large collection of animal bones, but upon reflection this is
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highly unlikely being suspended as it were over a very unsound lower deposition of more
of the demolition material, containing numerous voids. The most likely explanation for the
large chunk of masonry is that it is a small vestige of one of the upper walls of the house
cast down, but retaining its bonding and preserving the solid rendering of some of the flint
nodules from that upper wall. It is pure coincidence that a small amount of similar
rendering was revealed on the south facing interior wall in the same location, creating this
illusion of a corridor. Among the other finds were copious amounts of rodent and small bird
bone. It would be impossible to determine how and when they were there, but throughout
the excavation and in all levels the small bones were recovered. It is possible that some
derived from the medieval period living in the rafters and cellar. Those among the debris
must be considered as creatures surviving among the building rubble after the demolition
process. It was virtually impossible to determine which bones were from which period,
other than those found at the extreme lower levels just above the floor surface, but even
then there could be some doubt.

The medieval cellar floor was found to be littered with animal remains lying against the
north wall of the building. A total of 15 sheep burials, two dogs and a possible ferret were
literally lying in one pile. The collection of animals is quite bizarre and raises a number of
questions about why they are there. It is possible that disease is a factor, and the initial
bone examination has noted some diseased bones among the finds, but would not the
people of the house have dispersed such animals with either burning or burying them in
some safer distant location? The bones may be an indication of possible food storage. In
times of dire need dog meat would be just as important as any other. The collection of
bone could be associated with hunting or for the gathering of animals from pasture. What
is certain is that they were in the cellar when it was demolished and not added later. Why
they were in the cellar will never be really answered. Wooden items would have been
expected to be found in cellars, but no evidence in the form of metal banding for wine
casks was found. It appears that anything of real value had been removed prior to the
demolition process. There was very little pottery found other than the collection buried in a
pit in context 227, again it begs the question why was a pit dug in this cellar. The only
major recovery was of a medieval dripping pan close to the cellar entrance which at least
provides an accurate date for when the building may have been demolished.

The later phases can be broken down into several renovations and re-usage of what
remained after demolition. The north/east corner indicates a period of activity when the
newer thinner wall was being constructed to reform the house into a solid unit once again,
but without using the cellar and lower levels. The thinner, but well constructed wall
appears to be associated with the higher and later floor constructed of large blue/grey flint
cobbles. A section of the central medieval door section was channelled out down to the
level of the newer thinner wall to make them level with the new wall being constructed. In
the south/west corner a linear flattened and smooth face close to the south/west corner is
also probably associated with a later timber framed building or barn. The cobbled floor was
constructed over another upper compact chalk floor similar to the earlier medieval one.
This floor had the cobbles compressed against the higher thinner medieval walls, above
the lower protruding ridges on the west and south faces. Vestiges of this floor have been
left in-situ. A number of bricks of 18th century dating, used for patching some walls, may be
used to possibly date this phase of the building at Ovingdean. The mortar used during this
period is a distinctive bright yellow. Another blue mortar appears to be associated with an
even later renovation period when the walls were once again being patched up.

Exactly when the later building went out of use is uncertain, or how long the timber building
was used, or its purpose. It may also have been an animal shelter, but there is no
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historical source to indicate anything about a building in Hog Croft period during the
Georgian or Victoria periods when it is believed it may have been constructed. The
south/west corner of the building possesses what can only be described as a rubbish pit,
with material and coins from the Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian periods being
recovered. Among other items collected from this same pit are 19th century roofing tile,
medieval floor tiles, bone, metalwork, a medieval bone comb along with several
contemporary pieces which show a continuation of use over a long period. It is uncertain
as to whether the pit was a factor within the building, or was used after the timber frame
had been removed and any subsequent void used for depositing rubbish. The final phase
is the field being used as work shop for when St Wulfran’s church was re-roofed on
several occasions. Several finds of contemporary artefacts including finger rings, boy
scout badges, Shippam paste jars and other jewellery have been recovered from just
below the turf.

We do not know what type of roof the house had, but it can be assumed that it was
probably Horsham slab. Several pieces of Horsham stone were recovered from the fill of
the house, mainly in the upper layers, but the stone could equally have come from the
church roof where vestiges of this stone still comprised part of the church roof and only
later being changed to contemporary red tiles.

The excavations at Ovingdean in 2009 have provided some extremely interesting finds
that require greater study. The one frustrating factor was the complete lack of any
medieval coinage in any of the fills, or indeed any of the earlier excavations. The finds
have provided us with a little insight into the medieval diet, the stone tells us about some of
the construction methods, and the collapse of the building raises some questions about
medieval building integrity. We are now aware of the dimensions and depths of the
remaining walls at Ovingdean. There is a striking similarity with another Godfrey de
Pierrepoint manor house at Portslade. Both houses use the same materials and have
similar wall thickness. It is possible that the same workmen constructed both buildings
(Packham).

The site at Ovingdean will never be fully understood unless the whole complex is
uncovered and the copious features of pits, post holes and ditches investigated. The
excavation of the house has allowed a more detailed appreciation of what lies below the
turf at Ovingdean close to the cemetery wall at S Wulfran’s church. However, exactly how
the house and the church fits into the broader and more complex picture can only be
known when details of the other timber framed buildings and suspected rubbish pits are
examined. It is still not known whether the timber framed building found in the centre of the
medieval complex, a building that produced some very fine metal finds, was being used
while the stone building was being constructed, or used later when the stone building was
being demolished.
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Chronological Sequence based upon evidence so far recovered

1. Creation of the artificial chalk platform to house the medieval complex
2. The excavation of the pit for the house and cellar foundations - late 12th century
3. The building of the house and the cellar, and a possible porch on the north side
4. Main occupation period 13th century.
5. The demolition of the house, with the rubble being poured into the cellar. Early 14th

century
6. The creation of a smaller low key building or barn, requiring extensive renovation

and new walls on the north/east corner. The creation of a large stone pebbled floor
and a timber framed structure leaving few clues for dating, but supported by the
levelling of some area to an even surface for such a wooden structure.

7. Subtle renovations in various locations noted by changes in the style of mortar.
8. Change of use to a rubbish pit, when the low status building was still in use, or after

the timber frame hade been removed for use in other locations 19th century
9. The use of Hog Croft field as a workshop for when the church was re-roofed. 19th

and early 20th century.

The excavations at Hog Croft Field, Ovingdean in 2009 have been successful in accurately
planning the walls, understanding the phasing sequences, revealing the cellar floor and
finding artefacts that effectively date the period of occupation. The pottery recovered this
season still effectively dates the main occupation at Ovingdean to being during the 13th

century AD. The date of the demolition of the building is still debatable and may become
clearer after a more detailed analysis of the finds. The reason for the large bone deposition
in the cellar will no doubt provide interesting debate and the final phases of Georgian and
Victorian depositions may be better understood after more detailed studies of historical
records and ancient maps. The outstanding question is exactly when the building was
constructed, and how it relates to the broader panoramic perspective of the whole of the
medieval complex. The answer to this question will require further archaeological
investigations.
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A ROMAN DITCH IN THE GARDEN OF 50 WOLSELEY ROAD. COLDEAN

Introduction

During a watching brief at 50 Wolseley Road , Coldean in January 2009 while no features
were observed in a planned extension to the house, a ditch was noted in the soakaway,
only a few metres away to the north/east (TQ328086). After a request was made to the
house owner he allowed a small excavation in the garden to determine the date of the
feature and the collection of any finds.

The Excavation

A small (2m x 1m) trench was dug adjacent to the soakaway to confirm and define the
ditch.
The overburden of garden loam was at a depth of approx 25 cm across the trench This
was followed by approx 10 cm of loam mixed with a large number of chalk flecks which
again was spread evenly across the trench. Below this and immediately above the ditch
was a light loam chalk free fill up to a maximum depth of approx 15 cm. There was then a
chalky fill of just under 40 cm (with some larger chalk pieces towards the base of the
trench).
The “V” shaped flat bottomed ditch had a width of 1.45 cm at the top and a width at its
base of 20 cm.

The Finds (from the excavation)

Pottery

Nineteen sherds were recovered during the excavation of this small trench.
Two sherds were found in the upper layers, one being a piece of East Sussex ware and
the other a sherd which appears to be fire damaged,
7 small sherds were recovered from the upper ditch fill, 4 of these being East Sussex
ware. The other 3 were coarseware, one being a rim fragment.
However, the remaining 12 sherds were all recovered from the chalky fill at a depth of
approx 60/70 cm and were all of the same fine cream coloured fabric, possibly from the
Wickham Barn pottery production site north of Lewes (G Chuter pers.comm). This site
operated from approximately 250-350 AD.

Bone

A single cattle vertebra was found at a depth of 70 cm at approx the same depth as the 12
pieces of fineware. It has been identified as the atlas vertebra from an adult animal (Carol
White pers comm.).

Flint

Sixteen pieces of struck flint were found during the excavation.
7 flakes were found in the upper layers, 3 being hard hammer struck and 4 soft hammer.
Six were white/grey patinated and the other blue/white patinated.
The other 9 flakes were found in the ditch fill, 4 being hard hammer struck and 5 soft
hammer. The 4 hard hammer flakes were all found in the lower ditch fill at a depth of
approx 65/75 cm.  All 9 pieces were white/grey patinated except for one soft hammer flake
which was blue/white patinated.
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All 16 flakes, except 3 of the soft hammer ones, had some cortex remaining. None of the
flakes were diagnostic and all appear residual to the site. It seems likely that all are likely
to date to the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age.

In addition to the flakes, 3 pieces of fire cracked flint were found in the upper layers and 5
pieces found in the ditch fill.

Glass

Part of the neck of a pale green coloured small glass bottle was found in the upper layers
but has not yet been identified.

Shell

Although some fragments of oyster shell were found in the upper layers, these are likely to
relate to relate comparatively recent use of the land.
A limpet shell was also found in the upper layers.

Conclusion

Coldean has long been known as an area of Romano British activity with a number of finds
discovered when the estate was built in the 1950’s. These included a 1st or 2nd century
cremation urn found only two houses away at 54 Wolseley Road.
A small scale excavation carried out two years ago by BHAS in nearby Nanson Road also
revealed evidence of Romano British occupation. The Romano British farmstead site at
Rocky Clump in Stanmer Park excavated over many years by BHAS is approxiamately
1km from Wolseley Road.

Although of very limited scale, the Wolseley Road excavation clearly revealed a “V”
shaped flat bottomed ditch which is typical of the Romano British period. If they are from
the Wickham Barn pottery production site, the 12 pieces of fine ware in the early fill
suggest that the ditch was still open in the3rd century.

The ditch is located close to the site of other similar features and an examination of the
site plan from the 1950’s plan (Funnell) clearly shows that it is part of a ditch found during
the earlier excavations. Other right angled ditches in the same location may indicate the
location of a Roman enclosure.

The finds will form part of an exhibition at the Coldean Library being organised by Brighton
Museum. The finds will return to the museum after the display has ended.
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PLUMPTON EXCAVATIONS 2009

Several members of the BHAS Field Unit joined David Millum, a student at Sussex
University, for his excavations located west of the Plumpton race course in May 2009

A geophysical study had produced possible evidence for the location of a Roman road
running down the hill towards the Roman villa site at Plumpton College.

The excavation consisted of a single trench measuring approximately 12 metres long and
1 metre wide. The top soil was removed and finds of terraces of flint were found in the
open trench, but not sufficient to prove that it was the location of a Roman road. The finds
from the small excavation included Mesolithic flintwork, including a core, as well as a few
sherds of Roman and possibly Saxo-Norman wares.

A copy of the student dissertation has been passed to the County Archaeologist. A pfd
copy of the report is on the CD version of the 2009 Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society Field Notebook.

John Funnell 17th May 2009
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FALMER LANE EXCAVATIONS 2009

Several members of the BHAS Field Unit joined Vincenzo Poppito, a student at
Sussex University, for his excavations across the lane that runs from Falmer
village to St Mary Farm. The trackway is deemed to be of ancient origin and the
excavation was an attempt to date the feature.

The excavation, conducted in August of 2009, consisted of a single trench
measuring approximately 6 metres long and 1 metre wide. The cut was made
into the steep sided bank and the clay with flint bedrock proved to be quite
sterile. Above this layer in the upper part of the trench, and overlaying the
natural, was a deposit of chalk, which appears to be deliberately placed.

A copy of the student dissertation has been passed to the County Archaeologist.
A pfd copy of the report is on the CD version of the 2009 Brighton and Hove
Archaeological Society Field Notebook.

John Funnell 23rd December 2010
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A GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY AT BEACON HILL, ROTTINGDEAN 2009

Introduction

In March 2009 David Larkin one of the Brighton and Hove Countryside Rangers noted a
shallow mound on Beacon Hill, Rottingdean. (TQ36500270). A flock of sheep that he had
been tending had reduced the grass to a level which was unusual for this part of the hill.
The circular mound was quite distinct and located close to one of the known Scheduled
Neolithic long barrows.

In late March 2009 the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Field Unit conducted a
resistivity survey of the mound and the surrounding area. While the grids were being set
out another slightly lower mound was also noted, immediately north/west of the first
feature found. An additional 2 grids were set out to investigate both mounds. A total of 6
full grids measuring 20 x 20 metres square were surveyed.

Methodology

The centre of the first circular mound was used as the centre for the first four squares.
(Fig.1 and 1.a). The machine used was an RM15 resistivity meter. The measurements
were in Ohms and taken at 1 metre intervals. The results were downloaded using ‘Snuffler’
data. (Fig 2.)

Conclusions

The results of the survey have produced images of a pair of distinct circular features
identified as areas of high resistance (White in colour). The images do lack a circle of low
resistance surrounding the mound. This would suggest that the mounds are not ancient
barrows or burial mounds. A circular feature noted in an earlier survey on Beacon Hill in
2005 had a distinct ‘tail’, perhaps indicating that this could the location of an hitherto
unknown windmill (Funnell).  The new mounds do have associated areas of low resistance
on their north/west and south/east sides respectively (Black in colour).

The mounds, while being distinct landscape features, do lack evidence that could clearly
identify them as prehistoric in origin. It is possible that the features have association with
Second World War activities along this part of the south coast. A large mound located
north of the disused dew pond on Beacon Hill was known at the gun pit by local
youngsters. (Pers. Comm. Mark Gillingham).

The only way to clearly date the features would be to conduct some small excavations in
the hope of recovering some dateable material.

The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society have conducted several geophysical
surveys at Beacon Hill, and on each occasion have revealed interesting anomalies. The
Society is planning to return to Beacon Hill again in 2010 to continue their investigations.
The areas will be focused on lands being used for sheep grazing. It is hoped the close
cropping of the grass may reveal new contours and subtle earthworks. The various
investigations will then be linked into one large panoramic landscape.
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A GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY AT OVINGDEAN 2009

Introduction

In February 2009 Brighton and Hove City Council allotments division made the Brighton
and Hove Archaeological Society aware of the creation of a new series of allotments at
Ovingdean. The new allotments are to be created west of the existing ones located
immediately south of the village, adjacent to the Greenways Road. (TQ35600355)

Ovingdean has been the subject of BHAS investigations over a number of years including
excavation, field walking and resistivity surveying (Funnell). The village has produced finds
from the prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods, focusing much on a medieval manorial
complex located in the field immediately north of St Wulfran’s church. The location of the
medieval village, mentioned in Domesday is still unknown. A view eastwards from the top
of Cattle Hill, located west of the allotments, has noted a number of crop marks, possible
indicators of ground disturbance, fashioned in a ‘village’ shaped configuration in the valley
below. The new allotments are immediately east of these marks. John Davies, a local
historian, has noted that when the adjacent field to the south of the allotments had been
ploughed in the past, large quantities of oyster shells had been brought to the surface. It is
possible that medieval, or even Roman rubbish pits may be located close by.

Methodology

A base line was set out along the fence line that is the south boundary of the new
allotment area. The west boundary was an existing fence line. The first grid was located
immediately east of the north/south fence line. A total of 4 grids were surveyed. The fourth
grid was incomplete being only 18 metres in width, ending as it did at the west end of the
existing allotment fence. (Fig 1.)

The machine used was an RM15 resistivity meter. The measurements were in Ohms and
taken at 1 metre intervals. The results were downloaded using ‘Snuffler’ data. (Fig 2.) The
survey was conducted in light drizzle.

Conclusions

The resistivity survey conducted at the allotment area in Ovingdean failed to produce
evidence for any activity during any period. The images were completely bland with only
the location of two trees being highlighted. Despite this lack of imagery the BHAS field unit
will conduct a watching brief when the earth is turned to recover and record any
archaeological features or artefacts that may noted.

A member of the BHAS Field Unit conducted a metal detecting exercise in the ploughed
field immediately south of the allotment area, while the resistivity was taking place, and
noted within 40 metres of the field boundary a large concentration of oyster shell. His finds
included a number of coins of near contemporary date. The field was used for sheep dog
trials just after the Second World War and a number of marquees were frequently erected;
it is possible that these coins are associated with theses events (Pers. Comm.
M.Gillingham).
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A GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY AT PIDDINGWORTH

Introduction

Piddingworth is located in a small valley north of the Upper Lodge car park in Stanmer.
(TQ32501100). The valley contains a number of earthworks and trackways that lead down
from the Ditchling Road to an enclosure in the valley below. Piddingworth has quite a
detailed history and notes about the medieval manor have been published (Christie et al)
which includes the names of people associated with the manor and its surrounding area.
The earliest references are the mention of a Martin de Piddingworth in 1201 and 1204.

To the north of the medieval enclosure and trackway are the vestiges of a large barn, and
a known water pipe line is capped here, which covers a large cistern. It is known that
during the Second World War there were people living in houses located just north/west of
the barn. These houses have subsequently been demolished and there is no evidence on
the ground, other than old maps, of their exact location. (Pers. Comm. Jim Driver).

In 2006 a visit was made to Piddingworth by the author and local retired woodsman Jim
Driver in August. It had been a particularly dry summer. Looking down from the top of the
hill, and just east of the Ditchling road, towards the enclosure, the clear imprint of a
rectangular building was visible. The structure had dividing walls and it was visible on the
south side of the enclosure. A series of crop marks also marked the location of two
ditches, one going east/west the other north/south, the latter possibly being associated
with the water tank known to be at the west end of the barn.

Methodology

The grid locations were set out using a total station with the first grid point located at the
south/west corner of the survey and enclosure. A total of 9 grids, measuring 20 metres
square were set out. The grids totalled 3 going from north to south and three going east to
west (Fig 1.) The enclosure measures about 90 metres in length from the south edge of
the enclosure and trackway up to almost the wall of the barn in the north. East/west the
enclosure is about 42 metres in width, so that the final 18 metre or so to the east were
outside of the actual enclosure boundary, which is indicated by a steep drop.

The machine used was a TR Systems resistivity surveying meter. The measurements
were in Ohms and taken at 1 metre intervals. The images were downloaded and created
using ‘Snuffler’ software. The weather during the week previous to the survey had been
quite wet.

Conclusions

During the survey it was noted that there were several ‘raised’ areas and a lack of
vegetation in some locations exposed a variety of building materials. Other areas
contained numerous mole hills, which were investigated during the surveying, but these
simple manourves revealed not a single sherd of pottery. The only find was a single flint
core, probably Mesolithic in date.

The images produced on the survey are a mixture of high and low readings (Fig 2).
However, the survey produced no evidence for either the building or ditches observed in
that late summer a few years ago. The only clear definition is for a solid well defined edge
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along the east side of the enclosure. This is where the enclosure ends and drops down to
the natural ground surface. There are areas of high resistance, notably in the north section
of the enclosure, and not where the ‘building’ was noted. During the survey building rubble
was observed in a number of locations.  Over the past year the field has been the location
of feeding trays for quite a large herd of cattle. It is possible that extensive cattle
disturbance has blurred the outline of the features.

Any future investigations will have to be through excavation test pits to prove or disprove
the possibility of vestiges of a building still remaining at Piddingworth.
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FIELD WALKING AT ROEDEAN NORTH FIELD - INTERIM REPORT

Introduction

During February and March of 2009 members the Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society Field Unit conducted field walking as part of an ongoing research programme
focused on Ovingdean, Roedean and Beacon Hill, Rottingdean. The field walked is located
immediately north of Roedean School (TQ35250340). The weather was sunny on the two
occasions that the walking took place. The field had been ploughed in the late autumn and
had been left over the winter.

A tentative walk over survey of the field had been conducted late in 2007, as part of the
investigations for an archaeological dissertation by a student at Sussex University. Some
Roman pottery, including rim sherds, fire cracked flint and marine shell had been observed
in the field. The new field walking is close to a number of other projects conducted in
previous years and published in the BHAS Field Notebooks (Funnell). The finds from the
previous field walking from fields located south/east of the new project, had produced
significant finds of Roman and Iron Age pottery, flintwork and fire-cracked flint.

Roedean School lies at the lower part of Cattle Hill, which is a prominent downland ridge
located between the valleys of Roedean and Ovingdean. The field walking took place at
the southern end of this hill, which has a gentle upward slope going north from the school
boundary fence line.

Methodology

A base line was set up along the bottom, southern, edge of the field. The field curves down
at both the west and east ends in an arc, so the base line being visible from east to west
left small sections of the field below the base line to the south unexplored. A total of 16
lines (A-P) were set out 20 metres apart. The first line A was measured in 10 metres from
the east side of the field. The lines were walked in 20 metre transects and finds collected
for each interval. The walking was in an uphill direction. The number of transects in each
line, except line A, was 12 complete 20 metre lengths, with the thirteenth being only a
partial transect. The soil was extremely claylike to the east with a more predominant
chalky loam texture to the west.

The finds were collected and sorted. The results have now been transferred to dot density
diagrams (Figs 1-5).
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The Finds

Flint Work

The field contained flintwork which consisted mainly of blue/grey or white patinated flint
flakes. There were only a very few tools and cores. Most of the material consisted of
primary flakes, with most pieces still retaining some cortex.

Total Flakes 220
Retouched Flakes 3

Cores 4
Scraper                       1 1
Piercer                        1 1
Notched Flake            1 1
Hammerstone             1 1

Total Flint work      231 231

Fire-Cracked Flint Total 548
Fire-Cracked Flint weight 10,062 (gms)

Pottery

The majority of sherds recovered from the walking were Roman and all were very abraded
pieces. A few flint calcined Iron Age sherds were also found. The Roman fabrics were
predominantly East Sussex wares, but with some coarse sand tempered wares. Sherds of
Samian were recovered including a large, thick walled piece that was not decorated, but
was probably part of a bowl. One of the thicker pieces of Roman pottery could possibly be
part of an amphora. A number of sherds had a distinctly different fabric of coarse sand and
flint temper and is considered to be medieval.

Total Roman Sherds 132  (89.7%)  2 pieces were Samian (0.013%)
Iron Age                        5  (.034%)
Medieval                     10  (.068%)

Total Sherds               147

Molluscs

The field contained a scatter of badly damaged marine molluscs. These were mainly
oyster with only three pieces of scallop being present.

Marine Mollusc

Oyster 26 Fragments
Scallop 3 Fragments

Total Collection 29 pieces.
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Miscellaneous Items

The field contained numerous contemporary pieces of roofing tile, brick fragments and
slate. Also present were a variety of glass fragments and some modern metalwork
including a horseshoe, some chain, an unidentified buckle and a few modern nails. A
single clay pipe stem was also found. There were considerable quantities of contemporary
ceramics and some stoneware vessel fragments.

A number of elongated beach pebbles were found and could possibly be rubbing stones,
as several similar artefacts have been recovered from stratified Roman contexts. A single
whetstone fragment was also found.

Conclusions

The field walking at Roedean has added important information to the broader panoramic
picture being gradually produced at Ovingdean through the continuing research
programme. The field walking over several years has brought together information that
gives us a greater perspective of ancient times. Whilst the small field walked this year has
not produced results of any great archaeological significance the general disposition of
Roman and Iron Age pottery shows that there has been some ancient activity. The
collection of struck flint and the large amount of fire-cracked flint, combined with the small
quantity of marine shells, is perhaps the most visual anomaly indicating that this field may
still possess some small vestiges of ancient settlement. The quantity of flint tools found is
quite interesting, as most fields on the South Downs usually produce a percentage of such
artefacts but this field produced very few completed artefacts.

The fields south of Ovingdean village have generally produced large amounts of
prehistoric flintwork, fire-cracked flint and Iron Age, Roman and medieval pottery. The field
work is beginning to show that the concentration of finds from the Roman period tends to
be focused around the central and eastern side of the field walked in previous years,
located immediately south/east of this years project. The pottery recovered from the new
project shows a distinct phasing out of ancient finds to the west of these fields. This is very
noticeable when the results from all of  the field walking projects are linked together. It is
possible that there is a small outlying, house or presence focused on the locations of the
fire-cracked flint and pottery, but only excavation could confirm this.

The location of the Iron Age and Roman sites hinted at by the various field walking
projects is still eluding the researchers. Subsequent resistivity studies within the areas of
concentration have failed to produce any results to confirm the presence of Roman walls,
ditches or pits. However, the large quantities of Roman coins found during the 1970’s and
1980’s clearly indicate that something important was located in lower Ovingdean.

A recent study of aerial photographs on Google Earth has produced the image of a well
defined enclosure in the lower field, opposite St Dunstans. Is this the location of this
elusive site? The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society are planning to conduct more
resistivity surveys in this area once the crop has been removed. Hopefully geophysical
anomalies will produce further evidence for Roman activity in this part of Sussex and some
understanding of the scale and nature of the settlement or possible trading centre.

The field walking in 2009 has produced an important addition to the archaeological record
with the finds from the Roman period being fewer in quantity, suggesting that the western
boundary of Roman influence in Ovingdean has been reached.
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PALAEOLITHIC HAND AXE FOUND NEAR BARCOMBE.

It was while Brighton author David Bangs was conducting research for his book about the
freedom to roam guide in East Sussex that his girl friend, Jane Erin, noted an object in a
ploughed field they were passing (TQ40901540). The ploughed field is on land to the east
of Blunt’s Wood, near Barcombe, north of the stream that runs across this particular field.
The object proved upon examination to be a Palaeolithic bi-face axe. The bi-face has a
mainly black/brown patination with a number of yellow/white striations. The axe was not
complete, possibly having been broken in antiquity, but what remains measures 130mm in
length and 95mm in width and about 25mm maximum in thickness.

The axe is one of several recently found in this region. A very fine example, with a brown
patination, was excavated from a palaeo-channel at the Barcombe villa site a few years
ago. A similar object, with a blue/grey patination was found in a Roman context at Ringmer
in 2007 (Chuter). The artefacts apparently derive from riverine gravel terraces that appear
to have been exploited during this time of antiquity. (Pers. Comm.. Dr Matt Pope)

Dr Matthew Pope has examined the bi-face and confirms, due to the lack of a sealed
provenance,  that it could be anywhere between 60,000 and 600,000 years old,.

The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society would like to thank Mr Bangs for bringing
the object to their attention and to Jane Russell for illustrating the find.
The bi-face has now been returned to Jane Erin. A report and drawing has been submitted
to the Sussex Archaeological Society Collections.
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BRIGHTON & HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - WATCHING BRIEF

Planning application no: BH2007/02975

Address: 50 Wolseley Road, Coldean, Brighton

Planning Officer: Ms Liz Holt

Name of Applicant: Mr Jason Collins

Date of watching brief: 8 January 2009

BHAS officers conducting watching brief: M. Gillingham & B.Collins

Results

The above property was visited between 12 noon and 3 pm on the 8~ January 2009.

The original garage had just been demolished to make way for a two storey extension. The
foundation trench on the east side had been machined to a depth below the level of the
natural chalk. Nothing was visible in the section except for an old sewer trench which was
also visible in the west foundation trench when this was machined out during the site visit.
The rear foundation trench was also dug during the site visit and showed no
archaeological features in the section.
However, two soakaway pits were dug in the rear garden and it appeared that the Western
one had cut through a ditch running north east /south West. No features were revealed in
the other soakaway.

Finds

There were very few as there was so much rubble on the site from the demolition of the
old garage. lt was also not possible to have more than a cursory look at the builders‘ spoil
heaps as these were largely covered with chalk lumps and rubble.

The only finds were

1 white patinated hard hammer struck flint flake with over 50% of cortex remaining.
1 piece of fire cracked flint.

In view of the ditch revealed by the soakaway, the house owner very kindly agreed that a
small scale excavation could be carried out by BHAS and this was carried out the following
week.
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East Sussex County Council Archaeology Team - Watching Briefs

Address of site: 3 ROSEMOUNT CLOSE, BISHOPSTONE

Name of Owner of site: Mr & Mrs Shepherd
Name of Architect/Building Contractor:

County: East Sussex-              Planning Authority: Lewes District
Planning Ref:      LW/08/1327

8 Fig OS Grid Ref: TQ: 4635000784

Date(s) of Watching Brief: 17th February 2009
Name(s) of person(s) doing Watching Brief: Steve Corbett, Eva Corbett & Brenda Collins

100 word (maximum) summary:

An archaeological planning condition was put in place on the construction of an extension
on rear of the property. The site is situated close to an extensive multi period site
previously excavated at Bishopstone.

The foundation trenches were machine dug to a depth of 0.75metres and were 0.5metres
wide cutting through an existing paved area. Adjacent to the house the foundation
trenches were dug to a depth of 1.5metres over a length of 0.75metres. The trench section
recorded a debris / hardcore layer below the former paved area c. 100 - 150mm thick
below which was a mixture of brown and blue clay tuning to a orange sandy clay at the
bottom of the trench.

A soak away was dug at the bottom of the garden 1.0metres by 1.0metres to a depth of
1.25metres

The natural chalk geology was not exposed in either areas, the whole area appears to be
made up ground, dating from the time of construction of the property.

No archaeological features or deposits were observed and no archaeological artefacts
recovered (although the spoil was not examined).

Date: 26th March 2009

Prepared by: Steve Corbett

Copies to be sent to: The Planning Authority; The site owner, Historical Environment
Record East Sussex County Council;
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Finds

Context Description Finds Comment
1 Loose hardcore layer,

100mm thick None Modern paving base

2 Brown/Blue clay None Made up ground

Site Plans

1 Site location
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Site Plan
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Site Photos

Hardcore surface under existing patio

Footing trench looking north-west
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Footing trench looking north-east

South-east facing trench section
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Soak away looking North-west



Watching Brief – Brangwyn Ave Page 1 of 1

BRIGHTON & HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - WATCHING BRIEF

Planning application no: BH2009/00774

Address:   10 Brangwyn Avenue, Brighton

Planning Officer: Jonathan Puplett 

Name of applicant: Mr Hadi Dabirraji

Date of watching brief: 2 September 2009

Results

The above property was first visited between 9 am and 10.30 am on Wednesday, the 2nd
September 2009. Trenches were being dug for the foundations of a side and rear extension to
the house. The first (south) trench was 4 metres long and 70 cm wide and was dug during the
inspection to a depth of 1.5 metres. The entire depth of the trench was through “topsoil” with
no trace of any chalk at the base of the trench.
It therefore appeared likely from this first trench that the site of the rear extension was on
“made-up” ground, i.e. on topsoil brought in to level the site when the house was constructed
on the hillside.

It was therefore decided to return to the site the following morning to see if the rear (east)
trench would also give the same result. This proved to be the case as did a further visit late
afternoon that day with the beginning of the trench on the north side.

A final inspection was made at 9 am on Monday, the 7th September 2009 by which time the
remainder of the north trench had also been dug to a depth of 1.5 metres.

On all four inspections of the newly dug trenches, no trace of any chalk was seen at the base
of the trenches, nor was there any trace of features either at the base or in the sides of the
trenches.

Although a few pieces of struck flint and fire cracked flint were found in the excavated topsoil,
there was nothing to indicate that these had not been brought in with the topsoil when the site
was levelled.

Therefore, there appears little doubt that the rear of the property was built in the 1930’s on
“made-up” ground with any archaeological features likely to be at least 1.5 metres below the
current land surface.
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BRIGHTON AND HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - WATCHING BRIEF

PLANNING APPLICATION No:- BH2008/01371

ADDRESS:- 28 Grand Crescent, Saltdean

PLANNING OFFICER:- Mr Steve Lewis

NAME OF APPLICANT:- Mr A.Donner

DATE OF FIRST CONTACT FROM CONTRACTOR:- 20th August 2008

DATE OF WATCHING BRIEF:- 26th March 2009

BHAS OFFICER CONDUCTING WATCHING BRIEF:- Mr M.Gillingham

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION

Two site visits had been made previously, on 26/8/08 and 5/9/08 respectively, early on
during the building work.

A further visit was made on the 26/3/09 when a soakaway pit was dug in the rear garden.
This was 1m x 1m and was dug to a depth of approximately 40 cm down to the solid chalk.
However, the first 30 cm consisted mainly of builders’ rubble, presumably buried when the
house was built.

There was therefore only approximately 10 cm of earth/chalky fill before the solid chalk
was reached. There were no cuts in the chalk and no features visible in the sides of the pit.

The trench leading to the soakaway pit was only being dug to a depth of about 30 cm and
the length dug in my presence contained virtually nothing but builders’ rubble.

The only find from the soakaway pit was:-

1 flint flake (hard hammer struck with white patination).

Mark Gillingham (Field Officer Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society)



Watching Brief – Whitehawk Page 1 of 3

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT WHITEHAWK HILL, BRIGHTON,
SEPTEMBER 2009

Ref TQ 329561104904

By John Funnell

Summary

An archaeological watch was kept on Whitehawk Hill while British Telecom contractors cut
a 1 metre wide trench seeking the location of a metal cover. The purpose of the project
was to seek and raise the level of the metal cover to make it more visible and easier to
locate for the future.

1. Introduction

1.1. The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were contacted by the contractors
McNicholas to undertake a watching brief on Whitehawk Hill while they cut a small
trench to re-locate the lost position of a metal cover for a British Telecom utility
cable trench.

1.2. The trench was outside of the boundary of the Scheduled Ancient Monument
(SAM), but still within an area of archaeological sensitivity. (TQ 32960 04500). The
trench was located immediately west of the television transmitter entrance, and
close to the entrance of a fenced allotment on the west side of the track that was
once was called Whitehawk Hill Road.

1.3. The geology at Whitehawk Hill is a mixture of upper and middle chalk according to
the British Geological survey sheet 318/333

1.4. The watching brief encompassed the clearing of a small area seeking the original
cover location

1.5. The trench was located immediately west of the television transmitter mast

1.6. The watching brief was conducted by Mrs Brenda Collins and Mrs Dot McBrien of
the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society on the 9th September 2009

2. Archaeological and Historical Background

2.1. The Neolithic Causewayed enclosure was first recognised in the 19th century, but
recent building programmes have made inroads into the Neolithic panoramic
landscape with part of the west side of the hill obstructing the once uninterrupted
views from Worthing to Eastbourne. Whitehawk Hill is a visually striking platform,
but the causewayed enclosure lies within a shallow saddle depression and would
only have been observed from the Downs immediately north of the site.

2.2. The first excavations were conducted by Curwen in 1929 when the construction of
the Manor Hill road allowed an investigation into ditches and banks that formed
part of the enclosure. The finds from the excavation included animal bone, human
burials and the first decorated pottery in the British Isles.
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2.3. Additional excavations were conducted by Curwen in 1932-3 and 1935 when
further evidence of palisades, gateways and pits and post holes were uncovered.
Neolithic flintwork was a major feature of all the excavations.

2.4. A rescue archaeological investigation was conducted by Miles Russell of South
East Archaeology in 1991, which revealed and recorded a spur ditch running
westwards down into the Craven Vale estate. The ditch terminated before a steep
drop. The BHAS have reported a number of illegal interventions on Whitehawk Hill
during the past decade. Recent site protection measures requiring the insertion of
88 wooden bollards revealed evidence for another possible ditch surrounding the
monument.

2.5. Whitehawk appears to have 3 stages of construction and was created in an area of
recently cleared woodland. Carbon 14 dates from the primary silts of the ditches
suggest a construction date of 2750+130BC and 2695+95BC much later than the
causewayed enclosures at The Trundle and Offham Hill.

References:-

Butler C. 2009 ‘An Archaeological Watching Brief at Whitehawk Hill, Brighton, East
Sussex.

Curwen E.C. 1937 ‘The Archaeology of Sussex’ Methuen, London.

Curwen E.C. 1934 ‘Excavations in Whitehawk Neolithic Camp, Brighton 1932-3’ The
Antiquaries Journal 14, 99-133

Curwen E.C. 1936 ‘Excavations at Whitehawk Camp, third season, 1935, Sussex
Archaeological Collections 77, 60-92.

Funnell J.D. 2003 ‘Field Notebook of the Brighton & Hove Archaeological Society’

Russell M et al ‘Excavations at Whitehawk Neolithic enclosure, Brighton, East Sussex
1991-3’ Sussex Archaeological Collections 134, 39-61

BHAS Archaeology Report Autumn 2007 http/www.brightonarch.org.uk/3_18htm

Archaeological Methodology

An overburden of tree roots and brambles were removed using shovels only, the old cover
was eventually revealed and built up to a higher level. There was minimal intervention in
the surrounding area.
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Results

The clearing of the small area found collections of dump building waste including bags of
tarmac and cement, along with other contemporary rubbish. The clearance failed to reveal
any Neolithic or any other prehistoric features or finds.
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BRIGHTON AND HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD UNIT 2009

ATTENDANCE RECORD

John Funnell (Director) 69 Days Brighton
Donna Angel 2 Days Brighton
Christopher Allen 2 Days Burgess Hill
Clive Bean 9 Days Portslade
Alexis Berker 1 Day Brighton
Dieter Berker 1 Day Germany
Christine Bien 4 Days Worthing
Judith Billingham (G) 21 Days Brighton
Tony Birks (Dad) 1 Day Burgess Hill
Fran Briscoe 20 Days Brighton
Loella Bowles 2 Days Haywards Heath
Martin Burns 1 Day Worthing
Keith Butler (P)(S)(L) 6 Days Wilmington
Susan Butler (P)(S)(L) (Director) 6 Days Wilmington
Miranda Caillard 4 Days Berwick
Peter Caillard 2 Days Berwick
Gavin Carey 3 Days Kidderminster
Maureen Cauhern 5 Days Brighton
Greg Chuter (Director) 2 Days Eastbourne
Helena Avery-Clark 1 Day Brighton
Beth Clements 7 Days Brighton
Brenda Collins (G)(W) 92 Days Lancing
Megan Collins 2 Days Lancing
Paul Collins (W)(M) 80 Days Lancing
Eva Corbett (S)(G)(W) 19 Days Eastbourne
Steve Corbett (Director)(W) 19 Days Eastbourne
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BHAS FIELD NOTEBOOK INDEX

Note that the dates shown (1993-2009) are an indicator of when the work was carried out,
and not the date of publication.

A

Arlington-Excavations-2006 (A note)
Arlington-Excavations-2007 (A note)
Arlington-Excavations-2008 (A note)

B

Barcombe-A Palaeolithic Hand Axe-2009
Beddingham – Roman and Prehistoric finds - 2008
Beddingham – Saxon burials - 2008
Beedings, West Sussex-Geophysics-2001
Beedings ‘Castle’ Nutbourne-Geophysics-2001
Beacon Hill, Rottingdean-Geophysics-2005
Beacon Hill, Rottingdean-Geophysics-2006
Beacon Hill, Rottingdean-Geophysics-2009
Binstead, West Sussex-Geophysics-2001
Binstead, West Sussex-Geophysics-2002
Bishopstone- Watching Brief-2009
Brangwyn Avenue 10, Brighton-Watching Brief-2009
Brighton Roman Villa-Excavations-2003
Brighton Roman Villa-Excavations-2004
Bushy Bottom, Edburton Hill-Geophysics-2005

C

Chichester,Lavant Road-Geophysics-2001
Coldean East Field-F/Walking-2001
Coldean – Excavations of a Roman Ditch-2009
Coldean Lane-Chalk Hill car park-Geophysics-2000
Coldean-Nanson Road-Excavations-Iron Age pottery-2005
Coldean-Saunders Hill-Watching Brief-Roman pottery-2001
Coldean-Selba Close- A pit-2004
Combe Hill, Eastbourne-Geophysics-2003

D

Devils Dyke- Saddlescombe Road-Excavation-1999
Devils Dyke-Excavations (1999)-2001
Ditchling Road, Brighton-Iron Age site-2002
Duddleswell-Geophysics-2002

E

East Brighton-Excavation-Bronze Age Burial-2004
Edburton Hill-Geophysics-2005
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F

Falmer – Excavations – (A note)-2009
Falmer-Tales of 2000
Falmer Hill, earthworks-2005
Falmer, Stadium site-F/Walking-2006
Ferring, West Sussex-Geophysics-2007
Firle-Excavations-2006

G

Graffham, West Sussex ‘Thraves’-Geophysics-2003
Grand Crescent 28, Saltdean-Watching Brief-2009

H

Henfield Parsonage-Geophysics-2003
Hollingbury-F/Walking (1991) 2000
Hollingbury Hill-fort-Geophysics-1998
Hollingbury Hill-fort-Geophysics-2005
Hollingbury Hill-fort-Geophysics-2006
Hollingdean Lane-Watching Brief-Victorian rubbish dump-2007
Horseshoe Plantation, Falmer – An Earthwork and Prehistoric Flintwork-2008
Hove Recreation Ground-Flintwork-2002

L

Lewes Crescent, Brighton-A well or pit-2003
Lewes Landport Site- Watching Brief - 2008
Lewes-Malling Hill-Excavations-2005

M

Millbank Wood, Stanmer-Surveying-2004
Millbank Wood, Stanmer-Surveying-2005
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Ovingdean-Walkover Survey-2007

P

Patcham Place- A well- 2001
Patcham, Ladies Mile-Earthworks-2003
Patching, near Worthing-Geophysics-1998
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Peacehaven-Dorothy Avenue-Watching Brief-Flintwork-2007
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Peacehaven-Lower Hoddern Farm-F/Walking-2004
Perchinghill Barn-Deserted Medieval Village- Geophysics-2004
Piddingworth Manor, Stanmer-A Geophysical Survey-2009
Plumpton – Excavations – (A note) - 2009
Plumpton, Warningore  Farm-Geophysics-2006
Portslade- Gardener Street-Underground cistern 1999
Preston Drove-Watching Brief-Bone Finds-2006
Preston Manor-North Side-Geophysics 1999
Preston Manor-South Side-Geophysics 1999
Pudding Bag Wood-Excavations 2000
Pulborough ‘New Place’-Geophysics-2001

R

Ringmer-Excavations-2007
Roedean- Underground Chamber WW2?-2001
Roedean-Fieldwalking North of Roedean School-2009
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 1993-1994 (Interim Report)
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 1994-1995 (Interim Report)
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Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2003 (Interim Report)
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Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2005 (Interim Report)
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2006 (Interim Report)
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2007 (Interim Report)
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2008 (Interim Report)
Rocky Clump, Stanmer-Excavations 2009 (Interim Report)
Rottingdean, Beacon Hill-Geophysics-2005
Rottingdean, Beacon Hill-Geophysics-2006
Rottingdean, Beacon Hill-Geophysics-2009
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S

Saltdean-seeWinton Avenue-2003
Sea Henge at Medina Villas, Hove-2001
Southover Street-Cellar/pit?-Watching brief-2004
Southwick – Excavations of a Roman Wall - 2008
Stanford Avenue, Brighton-Excavations 2001
Stanmer Great Wood-Excavations 2000
Stanmer Great Wood-Renovation of Cross Ridge Dyke-2007
Stanmer, Old Boat Corner-Geophysics-2007
Stanmer-Tales of-2000
Stanmer Wood-Surveying-2001
Stanmer Village-Stone-Watching brief-2004
Staplefield -  Geophysical Survey at ‘The Old Kennels’-2008

T

Telscombe Tye-Medieval Pottery-2003
The Cliffe 26, Brighton- Watching Brief-2008
Thraves, Graffham, West Sussex-Geophysics-2003

V

Varley Halls-A loom weight-2004
Varley Halls-Excavations – (A note)- 2008
Varley Halls-Excavations – Interim Report by Lisa Fisher-2008

W

Warningore Farm, Plumpton-Geophysics-2006
West Burton, West Sussex-Geophysics-2002
Whitehawk Hill-Earthwork disturbance-2003
Whitehawk Hill-Neolithic Finds-2002
Whitehawk Hill-Coolham Drive-Watching Brief-Flintwork-2006
Whitehawk Hill – Watching Brief – 2008
Whitehawk Hill – Watching Brief - 2009
Wild Park-Finds from Earthworks-2001
Winton Avenue, Saltdean-Watching Brief-Potter and flint work-2003
Wolseley Road 50 – Watching Brief-2009
Woodingdean-F/Walking-East Field-2007
Woodingdean-Excavation-Cemetery Field-2004
Woodingdean-Geophysics-Cemetery Field-2004
Woodingdean-F/Walking-South Field-2005
Worthing-Patching-Geophysics-1998

Hard copies of the above reports and Field Notebooks were deposited at Barbican House
Library, East Sussex County Council, Brighton and Hove City Council Planning
Department and Brighton Museum. A number of copies were deposited at Brighton
Library, the National Monuments Records Office, Swindon and at the East Sussex
Records Office.

John Funnell 27th December 2010
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